
 

 

 

 

Housing : The Terms of Agreement 

 

1. INTRODUCTIONS: Your host family is eager to hear from you, so please introduce yourself via 
email once you receive your housing assignment. Note that in August most French people go on 
vacation, so they may be a bit slow to respond.  

2. HOST ENGLISH LEVEL: Please be aware that your hosts may not have a high level of English. It 
helps to see this as part of the adventure of being abroad and learning to communicate using 
other methods. 

3. MOVE IN/OUT: Move-in and move-out dates are indicated in your acceptance letter from IAU. 
Should you need to arrive earlier or depart later than those dates, it is your responsibility to 
arrange for alternative accommodations.  

4. LOCATION: You will quickly learn that the French are more accustomed to walking long 
distances than you may be used to. Most homestays are at least a 20 minute walk to the IAU 
buildings, which you’ll soon find is quite typical in France.  

5. WIFI: All IAU families have an internet connection in their homes, although they may not all be 
wireless. IAU’s buildings are also equipped with unlimited Wifi access. 

6. GIFTS: Though not expected, it is common for students to present their host family with a small 
gift representing their home region. 

7. KEYS: The host must provide the student with a set of keys to access the home freely. The host 
is not responsible for the student’s comings and goings. Once he/she has the keys, the student 
can remain in the home, even if the host is absent. The host cannot leave students alone in the 
house for more than 24 hours and must systematically contact IAU College when planning to be 
away. In the case that the keys are lost, IAU declines all responsibility. The student must take on 
any expenses incurred.  

8. STUDENT’S ROOM: Most host families have single bedrooms for host students. However, 
students are sometimes paired with other students in the same room. Students of opposite 
gender are never placed in the same bedroom but may be in the same house.  

9. CLEANING ROOM: You are responsible for organizing and airing out your room. However, your 
host is responsible for cleaning your room once per week. 

10. HOUSE RULES: The student agrees to respect and adhere to the house rules as indicated and 
explained by the host. This may include, but is not limited to, wiping down surfaces in the 
bathroom after use, not showering after certain hours, clearing off table after meals, switching 
on/off lights during certain hours, etc. 

11. LAUNDRY: You are allowed to do your personal laundry (or to have your host do it if they prefer 
that you do not use the washing machine) every week, once a week, in the host’s washing 
machine. 

12. LINENS: Your host must provide a clean bath towel and bed sheets each week.  



13. SHOWER/WATER USE: You will be able to take a daily bath or shower, respecting time 
constraints. Please be aware that hot water is limited in French households, thus showers 
should not be longer than ten minutes. In respect to others in the household, showers should be 
taken during waking hours. 

14. KITCHEN: Students do not have free access to use the host family’s kitchen to prepare meals. 
Should you wish to use the kitchen to prepare a meal, you must first ask your family for 
permission. All of your lunches should be eaten outside of the household. You will be allotted a 
small space in the kitchen/refrigerator to store a few of your food items. Students may not 
invite friends over for lunch or dinner without express permission from the host. 

15. ALLOTED MEALS: Six dinners and seven breakfasts a week with the host are included during the 
stay. A meal consists of an appetizer, a main course, and cheese and/or dessert. The breakfast 
could consist of biscuits, bread, fruit juice, tea, and coffee. Students must eat breakfast before 
10h00 on weekdays and 11h00 on weekends. One evening per week, you should have dinner 
outside of the host family. Students are responsible for all lunches. If you are unable to come to 
dinner one evening, you must give the host family at least 24hr notice. The host agrees to do 
their best to accommodate dietary needs and/or allergies as indicated by the student. 

16. FOOD REQUIREMENTS: Any food allergies listed in your questionnaire are communicated to 
your family prior to arrival. It’s interesting to note that many students with gluten and/or dairy 
intolerances in the U.S. find that they do not have issues with French gluten and dairy products. 
It would be a shame to study in France and not try their delicious baguettes!  

17. ABSENCE: There is no curfew, and you are authorized to come home late at night as long as your 
entry does not awaken your hosts. In order not to worry the family, you must inform the host 
(perhaps by text message), if you intend to spend the night elsewhere. Likewise, your host must 
inform both you and IAU beforehand if he/she will be absent. Both students and families must 
inform IAU of any absences over 24 hours. 

18. GUESTS: Students should not expect their hosts to provide lodging for any of their guests.  
19. FRENCH LAWS: Students must be advised on and held to respect French laws. You must notably 

respect laws forbidding firearm possession and alcohol and drug consumption. 
20. DAMAGES: You are responsible for repairing or replacing any damaged or destroyed object 

belonging to your host. IAU declines all responsibility.  
 

 
IMPORTANT: In case of a conflict that you are not able to solve with your host family, you must contact 
the Housing Coordinator in order to try to resolve the problem as soon as possible. The most common 

source of problems is simple miscommunications, which the Housing Coordinator can help solve. Please 
note that changing host families is not the first step. 

 


